Effect of lantana on the composition of the extracellular fluid of sheep.
Experiments were done to examine the effects of lantana poisoning on the composition of the extracellular fluid of sheep. Packed cell volume and total plasma protein increased after dosing with lantana and plasma osmolality increased markedly in the days prior to death. During the early stages of the disease plasma electrolytes were unchanged except for a decrease in potassium, but electrolyte levels varied late in the disease. A metabolic acidosis gradually developed as the disease progressed. It is concluded that fluid, electrolyte and acid-base imbalances are minor in the early stages of intoxication, but in the terminal stages of the disease, some major changes occur.